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IF YOU DON’T KNOW WHO CHEICK DIALLO IS, THEN IT’S
about time you found out. Fêted in France, where he resides, and
globally recognised as one of the continent’s leading furniture
makers, Mali-born Diallo is a power house in African design.

Known for his iconic and groundbreaking methods, he has
taken the raw essence of primarily west African street crafts,
fashioned them into striking contemporary sculptural forms and
pushed them into the salons and galleries of Europe and the US.
His work is defiant and unapologetically African to the core yet
stands on the contemporary stage well above the usual clichés of
“ethnic” design.

The materials Diallo uses can be basic and raw — the detritus of
Africa which is commonly restyled and up-cycled: coke cans,
bottle tops, rubber tyres, old metal. The methods he employs are
indigenous and traditional such as leather tie-dying and metal
forging. And he picks his inspiration from everyday objects like the
ubiquitous West African woven plastic chair. But it’s Diallo’s
application that is way ahead. Elegant and sophisticated, much of
his work is skeletal in structure — perhaps harking back to his early
training as an architect — and his bold forms are saliently
futuristic; a new African style unleashed.

MADE IN MALI
CHEICK DIALLO OFFERS A CONFIDENT AND

UNCOMPROMISING TAKE ON AFRICAN DESIGN
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